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PRODUCT NEWS  

 

NXP chip powers Toppan Forms’ NFC module in  

Lenovo ThinkPad laptops  

 

Tokyo, Japan, July 7th, 2010 - NXP Semiconductors, a leader in contactless security ICs, and Toppan 

Forms, a leading Information Management solution provider, today announced that their jointly 

developed Near Field Communication (NFC) reader / writer module “TN33MUE002L” has been adopted 

by Lenovo in three ThinkPad laptop models for the global market: the T410, T510 and W510. When 

built into a PC or a peripheral device, the module solution supports a variety of security and 

convenience features enabling transactions such as online banking, E-commerce, E-government online 

access and secure log-in for PCs. 

 

This NFC reader / writer module is the first of its kind to be released to global markets. It is based on 

NXP Semiconductors’ PN533 NFC IC, a highly integrated transmission module for contactless 

communication at 13.56 MHz including a microcontroller, and Toppan Forms expertise in hardware 

module and software driver packaging. This newly developed module solution is compatible with the 

leading contactless smart cards in the market today; including MIFARE™, the world’s most widely used 

contactless smart card technology, and FeliCa, the contactless card system widely used in Japan for 

transportation and electronic payment applications. The module solution is also compatible with open 

standard (ISO 14443 types A and B) cards, which are used worldwide in many banking, government 

and public deployments, such as e-Passports and Japanese drivers licenses. 

 

Katsuhiko Moriyama, General Manager, Toppan Forms, said, “With the launch of this ground-breaking 

module, Toppan Forms plans to expand its NFC reader/writer business to become the de-facto 

standard in the computer industry. We anticipate that the introduction of NFC readers to PCs will help 

NFC technology to mature and rapidly capture a much wider consumer base. In addition to the PC 

market, we are now turning our attention to other applications such as cell phones and consumer 

electronics devices, which can also benefit greatly from many of NFC’s features.” 

 

Henri Ardevol, General Manager Secure Transactions, NXP Semiconductors, added, “This is the first 

large-scale project in which we are deploying NFC reader infrastructure into the PC environment. The 

expansion of NFC into these kinds of platforms will provide exciting new possibilities for consumers to 

experience secure transactions on their PC, such as authentication of payments, secure online banking 

and a range of government services.”  

 

The module utilizes a PC/SC conformant driver and is compatible with existing PC/SC applications, 

allowing it to integrate seamlessly into most existing security and payment applications. The reader is 

Windows Certified and is compatible with Windows XP, Windows Vista and Windows 7*. The module 

driver is available through Toppan Forms’ NFC Software Development Kit for PC/SC. This software 

allows developers to produce contactless card-enabled applications much faster and with greater 

flexibility.  
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Lenovo ThinkPad product photo Toppan Forms NFC reader/writer hardware 
module 

The ThinkPad module is a custom-made version of the NFC reader/writer module. 

 

About NFC (Near Field Communication: ISO/IEC 21481) 

NFC operates in the 13.56 MHz frequency range, over a distance of typically a few centimeters and 

combines the functions of a contactless card (FeliCa, MIFARE or ISO 14443A/B cards), a contactless 

reader and peer-to-peer functionality on a single chip. Developed jointly by NXP Semiconductors and 

Sony Corporation in 2003, NFC technology enables consumers to securely exchange and store all 

kinds of information, simply by bringing two devices close together. In addition, NFC automatically 

configures and initiates wireless connections, such as Bluetooth or Wi-Fi, enabling devices to 

communicate at longer ranges or transfer data at higher rates. 

 

About Toppan Forms 

Toppan Forms is a leading company of Information Media Technologies such as Contact-less Smart 

Card and RFID in Japan where the technology and services are already widely adopted as a social 

infrastructure. With the advent of the ubiquitous society under way, Toppan Forms has strategically 

positioned NFC technology as the next generation core technology encompassing hardware, software, 

and services that will be developed and provided for laptop and other electronic devices not only for 

Japan but also for the global market. 

  

About NXP Semiconductors 

NXP Semiconductors provides High Performance Mixed Signal and Standard Product solutions that 

leverage its leading RF, Analog, Power Management, Interface, Security and Digital Processing 

expertise. These innovations are used in a wide range of automotive, identification, wireless 

infrastructure, lighting, industrial, mobile, consumer and computing applications. Headquartered in 

Europe, the company has approximately 28,000 employees working in more than 25 countries and 

posted sales of USD 3.8 billion in 2009. 
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Forward-looking Statements 

This release may contain certain forward-looking statements with respect to the financial condition, results of operations and 

business of NXP and certain plans and objectives of NXP with respect to these items. By their nature, forward-looking statements 

involve risk and uncertainty because they relate to events and depend on circumstances that will occur in the future and there are 

many factors that could cause actual results and developments to differ materially from those expressed or implied by these 

forward-looking statements. 

 

*Windows is a registered trademark of Microsoft Corporation in the United States and other countries. 
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Europe:  Alexander Tarzi 
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alexander.tarzi@nxp.com 

 
Americas: Rebecca Samuel 
  Tel. +1 408 474 8769 
  rebecca.samuel@nxp.com 

 
Greater China: Fei Wang 

Tel. +86 10 8520 8307 
fei.wang@nxp.com 

 

APAC:               Anne Suzan Ariens 

                          Tel: +65 6882 4416 
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TOPPAN FORMS: 

 
Main Address:  nfc@toppan-f.co.jp 
 
Web Site: http://www.nfc-world.com/en/ 

 
 
 

 

 


